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 Press Release 
 

 
FIRST LNG CARGO ARRIVES 
AT ADRIATIC LNG TERMINAL  

 
With a capacity of 8 billion cubic meters of gas per year, the terminal will make a 

significant contribution to increasing and diversifying Italy’s energy sources  
 
 

Milan (Italy), 10 August 2009 – Terminale GNL Adriatico ("Adriatic LNG") today announced 
that the first Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) cargo has arrived at the Adriatic LNG regasification 
Terminal located offshore of Porto Levante, Italy.  
 
Since the arrival of the Terminal to Italy, in September 2008, key installation activities have 
been completed, leading to the arrival today of the first LNG carrier “Dukhan”. The cargo will 
be pumped into LNG piping and tanks inside the Terminal to cool them down for the LNG 
storage and ultimate regasification.  Following cool-down, the Terminal will commence gas 
distribution to the Italian gas system and will reach full operational capacity later in 2009. 
 
The Adriatic LNG Terminal adds to Italy’s LNG import capacity and energy diversity, with the 
ability to deliver into the national gas grid up to 8 billion cubic meters per year, when it 
reaches full operational capacity. This is equal to approximately 10% of the country’s entire 
gas consumption. 
 
Adriatic LNG is a company owned by Qatar Terminal Limited a Qatar Petroleum (QP) 
subsidiary (45%), ExxonMobil Italiana Gas (45%) and Edison (10%).  Eighty percent of the 
Terminal capacity will be utilized by Edison for a period of 25 years, to regasify LNG imported 
from Qatar’s North Field, as part of the supply agreement with Ras Laffan Liquefied Natural 
Gas Company Limited II (RasGas II). The remaining 20% is open for third party allocation, 
out of which 12% has been allocated according to the procedures defined by the Italian 
Ministry of Economic Development and the Regulatory Authority for Electricity and Gas.  
 
The Terminal, the first offshore Gravity Based Structure in the world for unloading, storage 
and regasification of LNG, is designed around a large concrete structure, which houses two 
LNG tanks, and includes a regasification plant and facilities for mooring and unloading LNG 
vessels. The facilities are connected to the national network of gas distribution by a new 
pipeline. 
 
“The Adriatic LNG Terminal will further expand Qatar's global reach and provide a diverse 
and secure energy supply for Italy,” commented Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, Director Oil & Gas 
Ventures for Qatar Petroleum and Chairman of Adriatic LNG.  “The arrival of the first LNG 
cargo marks another notable milestone in Qatar's world-leading LNG business”. 
 
Scott Miller, Managing Director of Adriatic LNG noted, “We are pleased to have reached this 
significant milestone that will lead to commencement of Terminal operations.  I am 
particularly satisfied by the dedication and safe work practices of the many employees and 
contractors who have contributed to the development of this unique world class facility”. 
 
 
 
 



 

"ExxonMobil is proud to partner with Qatar Petroleum and Edison in developing the Adriatic 
LNG Terminal that will increase Italy’s LNG import capacity and provide cleaner-burning 
natural gas to help meet consumer demand” said Neil Duffin, president of ExxonMobil 
Development Company.  "Through advanced technologies, strong project execution 
expertise, and economies of scale, ExxonMobil is extending its ability to bring global LNG 
supplies to Italy and elsewhere around the world." 
 
“Adriatic LNG Terminal is a milestone in our country’s energy history”, said Umberto 
Quadrino, CEO of Edison. “The terminal opens a new supply route from Qatar, a strategic 
country which has not been linked to Italy up to now. This new infrastructure and gas source 
contribute to improved energy security for Italy.  For Edison, this provides a more 
geographically diversified gas portfolio and continues progress toward our target of becoming 
fully independent in gas supply.” 
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APPENDIX 
 
TECHNICAL DATA ON THE ADRIATIC LNG TERMINAL  
The Terminal is designed around a large concrete structure, resting on the sea floor in a 
water depth of approximately 29 meters, which houses two LNG tanks, and includes a 
regasification plant, and facilities for mooring and unloading LNG vessels.  

The final installed facility is 375 meters long, 115 meters wide and the main deck is 18 
meters above the sea level. 

Inside the concrete structure are two LNG storage tanks, each with a working capacity of 
125,000 cubic meters, and on the top are located the regasification plant and living quarters 
for onsite workers. 

The mooring and LNG unloading facilities are designed and tested to safely receive LNG 
ships of differing tonnages.  

The terminal is connected to the Italian gas network by pipeline. The first segment, built and 
owned by Adriatic LNG, crosses 15 km of sea, then another 25 km onshore, reaching the 
metering station at Cavarzere (Venice province). The second pipeline segment 84 km in 
length, owned by Edison, will transport the gas from Cavarzere to the national gas pipeline 
hub, near Minerbio (Bologna province). 

The plant and its associated structures have been constructed according to international 
standards of safety and environmental protection. The project has completed four 
Environmental Impact Assessments and the consultation with Italian authorities has led to 
the adoption of environmental protection measures and the implementation of a 
comprehensive monitoring program, both for the construction and operational phases. 
 
 
LNG  
LNG is natural gas which is cooled to -162°C until it shrinks to a liquid that is 600 times smaller 
than its original volume. The eighty percent of terminal capacity contracted to Edison will regasify 
LNG that has been liquefied by RasGas II in Ras Laffan City (State of Qatar). 

This liquefied gas will be transported by special ships. Five ships have been built and are ready 
to cover the route to the Adriatic Sea. 

LNG terminals and ships are designed and constructed with safety as a priority. Industry 
standards, codes, training, and operating procedures as well as government regulations are 
in place for the safe design, construction and operation of LNG terminals and ships. In LNG’s 
45-plus year shipping history, LNG carriers have traveled more than 100 million miles without 
a major incident. 

The LNG industry has effectively bridged the distance between some of the world’s largest - but 
often remote – gas fields and the countries that seek additional sources of supply.  By 
transporting LNG via ships, we can make energy resources available in parts of the world 
where they would otherwise be inaccessible.  
 
Liquefaction technology has resulted in accelerating LNG use worldwide: today LNG 
represents around 25% of the international gas trade. In Italy, however, LNG currently 
represents only 5% of imported gas volumes. With the completion of the Adriatic LNG 
terminal, LNG will play an increasing role by diversifying the traditional sources of energy 
imports and thus contributing to the security and competitiveness of Italy’s energy supplies.  
 
 


